
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SIGNIFICANT COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES 

 SAPPHIRE II is a Class I laser optical device: safe for 
the eyes, and no exposure limits; 
 Proprietary ophthalmic ointment contains aftobetin HCI 
that selectively binds to beta-amyloid in the lens of the 
eye; 
 First indication is to utilize the system as an aid in the 
diagnosis of probable Alzheimer’s Disease in cases of 
subjects suspect of having the disease; 
 Pre-pivotal study results showed 85% sensitivity and 
95% specificity; 
 By comparison, clinical diagnosis was predicted by 
PET amyloid with only 80% sensitivity and 80% specificity. 

 
The Cognoptix SAPPHIRE II system (above) consists of a laser-based reading device and 

consumable ophthalmic ointment. The eye exam can be given by a general practitioner. 
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“SAPPHIRE II is 
designed to be a 
simple, definitive 
eye test for early 
detection of 

Cognoptix eye test designed to identify 
early- stage Alzheimer’s Disease is 
expected to be available by 2016 

Alzheimer’s.” “This simple SAPPHIRE eye test has the potential to change the way that 
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Alzheimer’s disease is detected and managed,” says Carl Sadowsky, MD, 
FAAN, Medical Director, Premiere Research Institute, West Palm Beach, 
Fla., and a principal investigator in both the feasibility, pre-pivotal and 
pivotal clinical trials of the SAPPHIRE eye test. 

• Cognoptix has developed an in-office, drug/device diagnostic 
system as an aid in the early detection of Alzheimer’s Disease 
(AD). The SAPPHIRE II eye test designed to identify Alzheimer’s Disease 
(AD) patients via a beta-amyloid (A- beta) signature in their eyes. 
Significantly faster and an order of magnitude less ex- pensive than PET 
brain imaging, the test and diagnosis are designed to be quickly 
completed in any physician’s office, including general practitioners.On 
09/30/14 Cognoptix announced that it closed the first tranche of a Series 
D round of financing totaling over $15 million. The round was co-led by 
new investor Alopexx Enterprises and existing investor Inventages, with 
participation from original investor, Launchpad Venture Group. 

• Cognoptix has a strong and comprehensive patent portfolio 
covering di- agnosis of beta amyloid-based diseases via 
ophthalmic imaging. The patent portfolio includes issued “method” and 
“device” patents, as well as pending “com- position of matter” patents. 
Exclusive licenses have been acquired from Massachu- setts General 
Hospital (Boston), Brigham and Women’s Hospital (Boston), and 
University of California San Diego. 

• There are more than 100 new Alzheimer’s drugs that are in 
various stages of research and development. The ability of the 
Cognoptix drug/device combination to easily identify and qualify patients 
for clinical study inclusion, as well as accurately and inexpensively track 
patient disease progression, can provide phar- maceutical companies with 
a significant competitive advantage in securing new Alzheimer’s drug 
approvals and differentiating pharmaceutical product performance 
attributes in Phase 4 studies. 

C o g n o p t i x, I n c .  • w w w. c o g n o p t i x . c o m  Note: Cognoptix’s products are not approved for sale in the United States. 
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